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Friends

During their recent 
visit to see the changes 
in the new tMAg, our 

visiting Friends of QVMAg were 
more than a little envious of 
our comfortable and elegant 
members lounge. now that the 
lounge is up and running, we 
must make sure we use it — or 
risk losing it!

the tMAg trustees and 
management decided 
that an integral part of the 
redevelopment would be a 
special dedicated space for the 
use of the members of all three 
support groups: the Foundation 
of tMAg, the Friends of tMAg 
and the tMAggots. With its 
excellent food preparation 
area and a variety of tables and 
seating options, the lounge has 
already been used for cocktail 
parties and formal dinners as 
well as informal meetings and 
coffees with friends. 

its main use for our members 
will be as a comfortable and 
convenient place to drop in for 
a bit of quiet time or to read 
the paper, or to meet a friend 
for a cuppa or a light lunch. 
As a member of the Friends all 
you have to do is swap your 
membership card at the main 
reception desk for a swipe card 
which will open the door. Your 
membership card is returned 
to you when you leave. You can 
order a coffee (remember you 
pay a discounted price with your 
card) and you can have your 
coffee delivered to the lounge. 
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And if you like you can pour 
yourself a glass of wine, which is 
available on a cash honour system 
in the lounge.

Already quite a few of our 
members have discovered 
the pleasure of the lounge’s 
facilities, and have realised how 
lucky we are to have such a 
facility available to us courtesy 
of tMAg. We encourage you to 
use it as your own drop-in centre 
whenever you are in town — you 
don’t have to eat or drink to 
enjoy it.

it’s there for your use and we 
hope more and more members 
will discover it for themselves and 
take full advantage of its benefits.



your committee is implementing 
a new computerised cloud-based 
membership database system to 
help us stay in touch and better 
serve our rapidly growing number of 
friends. the system, from Canadian 
developers wild apricot, offers a 
range of benefits, including:

•	 A	choice	of	payment	options,	
including direct debit and online 
payments while still allowing us to 
accept postal orders and cheques.

•	 Managing	RSVPs	and	payments	for	
friends’ events

•	 Potential	for	a	Friends	website,	
which could include news, a 
calendar of events and options 
for members to manage their own 
membership preferences online

The	first	Friends’	exhibition	event	in	the	new	TMAG	set	a	
high benchmark for the year. we were privileged to hear 
from sue Backhouse, curator of the piguenit exhibition, and 
also raymond arnold, whose art from 1983 to the present 
was surveyed in an adjoining exhibition. it was great to 
see the tasmanian landscape through the eyes of two very 
different artists.

the exhibitions have closed now, but you can still buy 
sue Backhouse’s beautiful book, A Passion for Nature: The 
Art of William Charles Piguenit in the museum shop. and 
remember to show your membership card for a friends’ 
discount!

following an unprededented 
surge in new memberships, we 
have reinstituted special functions 
to welcome new members. the 
first was held in mid-august, with 
around thirty people enjoying 
drinks and nibbles and an address 
by	TMAG	director	Bill	Bleathman.	
TMAG	maritime	curator	Liz	Adkins	

Raymond Arnold
Transcend the dripping rock beyond the fall 1990 (detail)
multi panel etching (4)
128 x 88 cm (each sheet)
Collection: Launceston General Hospital

New membership 
management system

William Charles Piguenit 
and Raymond Arnold

New members’ night

•	 Potential	for	communication	by	
either email or traditional post.

it can be managed by any 
committee member or other 
authorised person from any location 
— it doesn’t require someone sitting 
in a particular office.

we anticipate that it will take a few 
months for us to transfer all the 
membership information and the 
years of corporate knowledge that 
are held within Jean’s estimable 
card index system. 

Members	should	not	notice	any	
change or interruption to services 
at present, until we reach the 
point where we can begin email 
communications for those who 
have opted for it.

if there is anyone who has knowledge and experience of electronic database 
systems who has some time to offer to help us get the system set up 
and running, please contact a committee member or email andrew ross 
andrew@novisiblemeans.com

mailto:Andrew@novisiblemeans.com


Four children bound for 
Fairbridge Farm School, 
Molong 1938.  
Reproduced courtesy 
Molong Historic Society

Anthony Johnson
Stutter (2013)
Galvanised steel shelving units
Image by Jonathan Wherrett

— and we were then treated to the 
artist’s eloquent explanation and 
insight into this work Stutter and his 
overall artistic practice. 

as one of our members (herself an 
elder artist) said, echoing one of 
Jane’s comments, ‘a few of us were 
discussing the winning work, and 
although we agreed it wasn’t our 
kind of art, we couldn’t stop talking 
about it!’

City of Hobart Art Prize

New members’ night

William Charles Piguenit (1836–1914)    
Mt Olympus, Lake St Clair (1888) (detail)    
oil on cardboard    32.9 x 55.3    
Gift of the artist to the Tasmanian 
Government for the Art Gallery, 1889   

the tasmanian Museum and Art 
gallery has taken out a top national 
award for its redevelopment. Director 
Bill Bleathman travelled to Canberra 
to accept the overall national award at 
the Museums and galleries national 
Awards ceremony.

tMAg’s suite of 12 new exhibitions won 
the Permanent exhibitions category, 
and the museum rose through all 
individual category winners to take 
out the national Award for the most 
outstanding museum program 
development.

the national MAgnA judges praised 
the results unequivocally, saying 
that ‘the new tMAg exhibitions have 
reached a level of integrated ”story 
telling” for tasmanians and other 
visitors that is unsurpassed in the 
institution’s long history’.

Full details are on the tMAg website 
tmag.tas.gov.au

National award 
for TMAG

gave an insightful talk about the 
travelling exhibition On Their 
Own — Britain’s Child Migrants 
from the australian national 
Maritime	Museum	in	association	
with	National	Museums	
liverpool uK. the evening 
concluded with coffee in the 
members lounge.

there is nothing like a bit of 
controversy to add interest to an 
artistic event, and this year’s City of 
Hobart	Art	Prize	was	no	exception.	
you may have seen some of it in the 
Mercury letter pages...

at our friends function to celebrate 
the	prize,	we	were	treated	to	a	
fascinating	account	by	TMAG	Principal	
Curator of art Jane stewart of the 
rigours and challenges of what it 
was like to be one of the three 
judges of the competition, which 
was without any theme this year, 
and which attracted entries from all 
over australia, all vying for the rich 
$30,000	prize.

in her engaging talk, Jane told us how 
and why all three judges unanimously 
agreed on the controversial winner 
by tasmanian artist anthony Johnson 

http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/whats_on/newsselect/2013articles/national_recognition_for_tmag
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Corinda’s Cottages
ewe-nique
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Mona	Nails
red arrow
tasmanian Coffee roasters
Yellowpoint	Vineyard

The Friends of the Tasmanian 
Museum & Art Gallery Incorporated 

40	Macquarie	Street	Hobart	Tasmania	 
gpo Box 1164 Hobart tas 7001 
phone  (03) 6211 4177  
fax  (03) 6211 4112 
email  friends@tmag.tas.gov.au 
website www.tmag.tas.gov.au

offiCe Hours

we almost always answer the phone 
at	TMAG	on	Tuesdays	and	Thursdays	
between 10 and 12, so that’s the 
best time to phone. an email will 
get our attention at other times. and 
comments and suggestions are always 
welcome!

CoRPoRATe	MeMBeRS

Ball & Chain 
Restaurant

Membership that 
rewards you

The	Tasmanian	Museum	and	Art	Gallery	collects,	houses	and	safeguards	our	
natural and cultural heritage and provides an insight into other cultures.

The	Friends	are	a	group	of	people	formed	to	bring	the	Tasmanian	Museum	and	
Art	Gallery	to	Tasmanians	and	Tasmanians	to	TMAG.	The	Friends	aim	to	help	
TMAG	with	our	time,	our	talents	and	our	money	and	to	make	more	information	
available	to	the	community	about	the	TMAG	and	its	collections.

Part	of	the	function	of	The	Friends	of	the	Tasmanian	Museum	and	Art	Gallery	inc.	
is	to	raise	funds	to	assist	with	the	purchase	of	significant	items	for	the	TMAG.

The	Friends	of	TMAG	are	part	of	a	wider	Australian	group	with	similar	aims,	the	
Australian	Federation	of	Friends	of	Museums	(AFFM).

for more information or to join the friends, mail or email your postal address to 
us	or	pick	up	a	membership	brochure	from	the	TMAG	reception	desk.

Views	expressed	in	this	newsletter	reflect	the	
views of the author and not necessarily those of 
the	editor,	the	Friends	of	the	TMAG	or	the	TMAG.
publication editor: John sexton
graphic design: Julie Hawkins, in graphic detail

Philip Wolfhagen

an extensive survey of the work of 
nationally acclaimed tasmanian 
artist philip wolfhagen will fill three 
galleries	of	the	Tasmanian	Museum	
and art gallery from 13 september 
to 1 december. this is a newcastle 
Art	Gallery	and	TMAG	travelling	
exhibition, which will go to the aCt, 
Queensland,	NSW	and	Victoria	after	it	
leaves here.

instead of our usual separate function, 
we	have	been	invited	by	TMAG	to	
take part in the official opening 
event of this special exhibition in the 

presence of the artist. sir guy green, 
Chairman of trustees, will open the 
exhibition, which covers all phases 
of this artist’s life’s work to date.

you will have already received your 
invitation, so you know we have a 
limited number of tickets for this 
special event, which will be the 
highlight of the spring season. and 
even if you decide not  to come on 
the night, make sure you find the 
time to visit this superb survey of the 
artistry of this immensely talented 
tasmanian. 

Philip Wolfhagen    
Darkness at 41ºS 
147ºE (1995)    


