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This has been another busy and successful year for the Friends, and the numbers tell the story. We have again achieved a record number of Members, now nudging 850, and several of our eleven events during the year had attendances of more than 100 people.

An interesting demographic change in the membership is that while the majority are single or couple concessions, we are attracting more families signing up with their children, and we are exploring options for family-friendly events. Our member database and website now allows us to track statistics for new and renewed memberships, donations, and for attendances at events. We are delighted that an increasing number of members are now making online payments, thus increasing efficiency while reducing costs. And with monthly emailed communications taking the place of mail, we now post to about 50 addresses, a big reduction from the 400 or so just a few years ago. 

The Friends continued its role of bringing people through the doors of TMAG with events throughout the year, at TMAG, and also at Government House and Rosny Barn. We held four Tempest Talks based on various aspects of the hugely popular Tempest exhibition, and we were entertained by a dramatic presentation by Robert Jarman and members of his Blue Cow Theatre Company about their Central Gallery staging of Shakespeare’s The Tempest.

In December we were proud to support the opening of One Hell of an Inferno, and in February we hosted two very popular events with visiting English glass expert Andy McConnell of BBC Antiques Roadshow fame. A very special thanks to Julie Hawkins, without whose patience and commitment these two events would not have occurred. Considerable planning also went into setting up a series of free floor talks, which have met with strong support since they began in July. These events offer a no-charge daytime alternative to the usual Friends evening events, which involve payment to attend as a vital part of our fundraising role.

Our financial position remains solid, with a build up of funds for future support of TMAG. Although we only donated $4526 during the year for a large projection screen for use in the Central Gallery, your Committee has already committed considerable funds for important projects in this financial year. I want to single out for grateful thanks in this regard Noel Harper, who has been a rock for our financial stability and control, keeping track of all those cheques and other balances as our Treasurer for the last fifteen years. He is retiring from the green eyeshade responsibilities but fortunately he is staying on as a Committee member.  

Another Committee member who has made a significant contribution over the last few years is Matt Spencer, who is retiring from your Committee this year as he takes on more responsibilities in the Museum. Matt was a major driver in the recruitment of new members through the Museum Shop, and he assures us that the Shop will continue its vital support for the Friends in the future.

A special mention must go to Committee Member David Coleman, who was awarded Honorary Membership of the Friends for his committed support of the Friends over more than twenty years, as President, Treasurer and Committee Member. He has always been one of the first to put up his hand for what needed to be done, and we hope he will continue to do so long into the future.

A special thanks also to Friends Member Pam Stewart, who put together a database of the acquisition funding by the Friends since its inception in 1982. 

On a darker note, we were very sad to lose Jean Boughey, who died unexpectedly in June 2017. Jean was a stalwart of the Friends committee, serving as secretary for many years, stuffing countless envelopes, and providing a cheerful welcome to members at every event. Full of life up to the end, she will be greatly missed.

Changes such as the switch to electronic financial records and databases, increased numbers of members, and bigger events, all demand more input and effort on the part of Committee members. I am very grateful to all members of the Committee for their terrific work in the past year on behalf of the Friends, and I look forward to working with the new Committee in the coming year.

As the Friends of TMAG continues and expands its support of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, we are very aware of how fortunate we are to work with all the cooperative and helpful people in TMAG, from the Director Janet Carding to every member of the staff. They play a vital role in helping to make our activities run smoothly, and on behalf of the Members I thank them all.

I also want to thank the many Members who support Friends events - and thank you all for your interest and support by coming here for this evening’s event, our AGM. 

John Sexton, President


